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Robin McCoy, is a 
40-year member of 
Alpha Kappa Alpha 
sorority and serves 
as the chapter’s 
president.
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Tia Smith wore 
pink and green on 
election day to cel-
ebrate Vice-Pres-
ident Harris’ vic-
tory.  Both women 
are members of 
Alpha Kappa Alpha 
sorority

By Marilyn Campbell  
The Connection  

W
earing their sorority’s sig-
nature strand of pearls and 
clothing in shades of pink and 
green, Alpha Kappa Alpha 

(AKA) sorority members, Martha Coleman 
and Shirley Dickerson Taylor were filled 
with awe and jubilation as they watched 
their sorority sister and fellow Historically 
Black College and University (HBCU) alum 
Kamala Harris, sworn in as Vice President of 
the United States. 

Both women are decades-long members 
of the sorority and are now part of the Zeta 
Chi Omega Chapter, which is made up of 
women from Arlington, Alexandria and Fair-
fax counties. Local members supported Har-
ris’ election and say their emotions include 
pride and optimism, for older members as 
well as younger.

“As someone who participated in the Civ-
il Rights movement of the 60s, I get emo-
tional just thinking about this huge accom-
plishment and how far we as a people have 
come,” said Coleman, who has been a mem-
ber for 53 years. “The idea that a woman 
of color, who attended an HBCU, and who 
was raised by a single parent is now our Vice 
President is mind boggling.”

“I was overcome with joy and happiness 
to witness this historical day,” added Taylor, 

Sorority Sisters Celebrate Vice President Kamala Harris

Senior Living

who has been a member for 63 years. “The 
tears flowed as I watched Soror Kamala take 
the oath and become the Vice President of 
the United States.” 

“I witnessed something that I never 
thought I would witness in my lifetime, 
said 68-year old Linder Gibson who lives in 
Montgomery County. “I was overwhelmed. 
“This lets me know that my little grand-
daughter can grow up and become anything 
she wants to be, even President.”

Those who joined AKA at Howard Univer-
sity felt a special connection. 

“She has been an inspiration for many, 
said Linda Elaine Newman, who has been 

an active member for 43 years. “I was dou-
bly proud because I am also a graduate of 
Howard University. Her positive accomplish-
ments have given good recognition to HB-
CUs and our beloved sisterhood.” 

“From the standpoint of being a black 
and Asian woman it was a monumental mo-
ment,” added Patricia Wallace, who has been 
a member for 55 years. It was astounding 
since, in both these cultures, women were 
deemed to be on the bottom rung, thought 
of as property and second-class citizens. 
Now the glass ceiling has broken.” 

The Arlington/Alexandria chapter has 
been in existence for more than 60 years. 
“Tears of joy flowed down my face as I 
watched the first woman, the first woman 
of color and my sorority sister take the oath 
of office for the Vice President of the United 
States of America,” said Robin McCoy, who 
is a 40-year member and serves as the chap-
ter’s president. 

Many felt a sense of optimism about the 
possibilities that would be conveyed to the 
young women and girls in their families. 

“The swearing in of my soror Kamala Har-
ris filled me with sadness, joy and delight,” 
said Margarette Peterson, who was initiated 
in 1959. “Joy came to my heart to know that 
my granddaughter would continue to grow 
up in a better world. … I was filled with sad-
ness because it has taken so long for a black 
woman with outstanding qualifications to 

be recognized. I dried my tears and took a 
picture ... proudly in my Golden Soror tee 
shirt.”  

“I thought of my 10-year-old grand-
daughter’s future in a country that has 
elected the first woman as Vice President, 
who happens to be Black, who happens to 
have been shaped by our founders at How-
ard University, and who happens to have 
been the recipient of the unflinching sup-
port from women all over America,” said 
Tia Johnson. “My granddaughter’s future 
was looking brighter. Vice President Harris’ 
election provides the answer that all things 
are possible.”   

The Arlington/Alexandria chapter in-
cludes older members that range in age from 
60 to 90. Many thanked a higher power for 
the victory. 

“I was overcome with a flood of emotions 
and … a tremendous feeling of gratitude 
that God allowed me to live long enough to 
witness this historic moment: the first wom-
an, the first Black, the first Asian American, 
the first HBCU graduate and the first AKA to 
become Vice President of the United States 
of America, a heartbeat away from the most 
powerful office in the world,” said Lula Mc-
Lain Hicks who was initiated in 1968. “In 
that moment, Vice President Harris repre-
sented every member of Alpha Kappa Alpha 
Sorority, Incorporated and our 113 years of 
service to humankind.”

By Mercia Hobson
The Connection

Lake Anne Fellowship 
House residents Steve 
McAvoy, 71, and Jin Liu, 

84, of Reston were among the 
first of seven hundred anx-
ious older adults at one of the 
three senior affordable housing 
communities operated by Fel-
lowship House in Reston and 
Woodbridge who were inoculat-
ed last week against COVID-19. 
Vaccinations began Jan. 18.

“We are so happy and appre-
ciate this so much,” said Jin Liu 
of Reston, who lives with his 
wife, Geeta. “There are long 
waits, long lines, and it is so 
cold outside.”

Following many weeks of 
planning with health depart-
ments and local pharmacies, 
Fellowship Square began bring-
ing the vaccines directly to resi-
dents’ doors.

“With an average age of 78, 
Fellowship Square residents 
are in the high-risk category for 
COVID,” said Christy Zeitz, CEO 
of Fellowship Square. “Working 
with Walgreens and CVS teams, 
(we) are thrilled to be able to 
bring the vaccine to our resi-
dents’ doorsteps.” 

Photo by Fellowship House
Lake Anne Fellowship House 
resident Steve McAvoy, 71, 
receives his long-awaited 
COVID-19 vaccine from a 
mobile health team with 
CVS pharmacy.

The First Shots to 
Knock Out COVID-19
Fellowship Square’s 
Seniors inoculated.
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By Mercia Hobson
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T
he Fairfax County School Board 
held a hybrid regular meeting on 
Jan. 21. Jeffrey K. Platenberg, as-
sistant superintendent, Facilities 

and Transportation Services, brought for-
ward a new informational business item, a 
review of the McLean HS Boundary Adjust-
ment Process.

“The purpose of the McLean 
High School Boundary Study 
and the recommended bound-
ary adjustments is really to 
provide the capacity relief to 
McLean High School by using 
the available capacity of Lang-
ley High School. The study also 
includes the middle schools 
to provide continuity in the 
school feeder pattern from 
elementary onto middle and 
high schools, and any change 
made,” Platenberg said.

According to Platenberg, 
FCPS recommended that 
the School Board approve a 
boundary adjustment of a por-
tion of the Spring Hill Elemen-
tary School split feeder area to 
feed from Longfellow Middle 
School (2000 Westmoreland 
Street, Falls Church) and Mc-
Lean High School to Cooper 
Middle School (977 Balls Hill 
Road, McLean) and Langley 
High School. Any approved 
boundary adjustment would 
not change the elementary 
school boundary. 

Platenberg’s presentation 
focused on the four options 
developed and provided at the 
Boundary Study Community 
Meeting held on Dec. 7. 

v Option A considered reassigning stu-
dents in the Colvin Run Elementary School 
split feeder area and a portion of Westbriar 
Elementary School.  

v Option B considered reassigning stu-
dents in the Colvin Run Elementary School 
split feeder area, a portion of the Spring Hill 
Elementary School split feeder area and a 
Westbriar Elementary School portion. 

v Option C considered reassigning stu-
dents in the Spring Hill Elementary School 
split feeder area. 

v Option D was no change.

THE PRESENTATION noted that during the 
Dec. 7 meeting, the community reviewed 
the options, and staff continued to collect 
comments via email. Concerns about de-
velopment in Tysons, split feeders, and the 
schools’ socioeconomic diversity were the 
major feedback themes. Given the accu-

mulated information, FCPS revised Option 
C as their recommendation. The suggested 
model addressed community feedback and 
concerns on existing housing and popula-
tion growth and planned development. It 
allowed continued monitoring of growth at 
McLean HS and Langley HS.

Platenberg acknowledged the final num-
bers would vary, as shown on the slide pre-
sentation.  Enrollment estimates did not 
address phasing, commonly referred to as 
“grandfathering.” Also, student adjustments 
were estimates that used SY 2019-20 num-
bers. These numbers would vary. 

FCPS estimated that 159 students would 
be reassigned from McLean HS to Langley 
HS and 73 students reassigned from Long-
fellow MS to Cooper MS.

According to Policy 8130.7 Section XI. 
Phasing of Adjustments: “When possible, 
adjustments under this policy shall be imple-
mented through attrition and phasing. The 

School Board may approve a grade-by-grade 
phase-in of adjustments for students begin-
ning with the incoming class at the middle 
or high school levels, when feasible. The 
School Board may adopt other phasing plans 
as appropriate to the individual boundary 
study. Parents of rising sixth (or fifth) grad-
ers, eighth graders, and twelfth graders af-
fected by a boundary change may, at the dis-
cretion of the School Board, be provided the 
option of having their students remain in the 
school they attended prior to the change”.

Platenberg said that the next steps in the 
McLean/Langley Boundary Study are a School 
Board Meeting-Public Hearing on Thursday, 
Jan. 28, to obtain additional public comment 
and a School Board Meeting the next week, on 
Feb. 4, when the School Board is scheduled for 
a vote on the boundary adjustment.

THE AFFECTED SCHOOLS feed into the 
FCSB’s Dranesville magisterial district rep-

resented by  Elaine Tho-
len. She said, “We have 
a public hearing next 
week, and then a vote on 
how we will move for-
ward with the boundary 
adjustment on Feb. 4. I 
encourage all of you to 
be part of this process… 
I’m committed to contin-
ue listening to you.” 

Tholen said she was 
aware of the commu-
nity feedback urging to 
keep numbers balanced 
moving forward with 
any uncertainties after 
COVID and area devel-
opment. She understood 
the community’s request  
that the School Board 
not inadvertently over-
load Cooper MS and yet 
still provide some relief 

to McLean HS and Longfellow MS as 
well as attempt to reduce the impact 
to two different split feeders, “keep-
ing students together through their 
elementary school pyramid up to high 
school.”

Rachna Sizemore Heizer, Fairfax 
County School Board Member At-
Large, said she thought the communi-
ty would be well served regardless of 
the final decision, “because all of these 
schools in Fairfax County are great 
schools.”  “But the importance of the 
process is really valuable for transpar-
ency and community input,” Sizemore 
Heizer said.

A video of the FCPS School Board 
Meeting on Jan. 21, 2021, is avail-
able on YouTube via FCPS. For addi-
tional information about the options 
presented on Dec. 7, visit McLean HS 
Proposed Boundary Adjustment.

McLean, Langley High Boundaries to Change
Next public hearing 
on Jan. 28, School 
Board vote on Feb. 4.

Jeffrey K. Platenberg, assistant super-
intendent, Facilities and Transportation 
Services Fairfax County Public Schools

Eileen Tholen, Dranesville District Fairfax 
County School Board Member

The area in yellow shows the FCPS’ recommended proposed boundary adjustment areas to be reassigned.

“The purpose of the 
McLean High School 
Boundary Study and 
the recommended 
boundary adjustments 
is really to provide the 
capacity relief to Mc-
Lean High School by 

using the avail-
able capacity of 
Langley High 
School.”

— Jeffrey K. Platenberg,  
assistant superintendent




