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By KENNETH B. LOURIE

Or to quote my high school baseball coach: 
“Reorientated.” A cancer diagnosis, especially a 
“terminal” one, can cause that. However, what 
I’m addressing this week is money: what to do 
with what you have when you didn’t expect 
you’d still have it. And by ‘have it,’ I mean you’re 
still alive and you still have some control over 
what to do with it.

What this previous paragraph questions is 
what to do with the money you’ve accumulat-
ed your whole life after you’ve outlived your 
original prognosis, which for my non small cell 
lung cancer, stage IV, was “13 months to two 
years.” The timer began in late February, 2009. 
I was aged 54 and nearly a half. My widowed 
mother had just died the previous December 
after reaching her 86th birthday. My father had 
died almost exactly two years earlier, at the age 
87. Given my parent’s at death, I figured/planned 
on living into my mid-eighties. That all changed 
when Team Lourie met the oncologist who has 
now been treating me going on about 12 years.

All my life, pre-cancer and post-cancer, I’ve 
paid attention to money: working for it, saving 
it, spending it and financially-planning it. As I 
became older, my needs expanded and so too 
did the sum of money I needed: college, car, 
wedding, house and then retirement. Now at age 
66, 42 as a husband and 12 as a cancer survivor, 
the future has unexpectedly, given my prognosis, 
become my present.

During the early years of my diagnosis, I 
didn’t really know how to spend the money I 
had saved: on the here and now because I was 
diagnosed as terminal and saw no future in 
depriving myself or to simply continue living 
my life spending/saving money as I always had. 
I chose the former because to me choosing the 
latter would have been giving into my cancer 
diagnosis.

Well, almost 12 years have passed since late 
Feb., 2009. Much has happened. None more 
significantly as has been my re-diagnosis to pap-
illary thyroid cancer, stage IV, from the previous 
non small lung cancer, also stage IV. Though my 
particular type of thyroid cancer is terminal (the 
sole effective medication has a three-year-ish 
effective window than there’s nothing available), 
I do have less of a lung cancer diagnosis hanging 
over my bank account. And yet, the money issue 
has raised its ugly dilemma once again. Rather 
than living with death occurring at any time, I 
now have a bit of a timeline: three years, but 
with an indeterminate one to follow. Before I 
had a definite that turned into a maybe. Now I 
have a maybe that’s sort of turned into a definite. 
As such, once again, do I spend like I’m dying or 
spend/save like I’m living? The further compli-
cation is I’m basically retired and now having to 
make decisions which have been a lifetime in 
the making that for many of those years didn’t 
have to factor in cancer and an adjusted, shall 
we say, life expectancy. It’s challenging to de-
termine how much money you’re going to need 
when you can’t predict the future. I mean, I’m 
living proof.

Being the baby of the baby - of the family, 
I’m pretty much the end of the line dating back 
approximately 150 years to Russia. And since 
we have no children, there’s no one to pick up 
my slack. I can’t run out of money because I’m 
responsible for my own slack. I can’t presume 
that I won’t outlive my resources any more than I 
can predict my cancer-affected demise. A demise 
and a quality of life that could be enhanced if 
I were to spend a bit of the money I do have, 
mindful always of the consequences however.

I realize, more than most, that there’s no time 
like the present. Nevertheless, I still want to 
believe I have a future. After all, it’s worked (kept 
me alive) for nearly 12 years. Perhaps I still have 
another 12 left to live. If so, I’m going to try and 
treat myself a bit more often this time. I don’t see 
any future in depriving myself.

Reoriented

eviction. We see this as food insecurity rises in our 
communities and volunteers at food banks decline. 
That is why Virginia’s vaccine campaign is rooted in 
health equity, prioritizing those with an elevated risk 
of severe illness or death from COVID-19, including 
those in long term care facilities, people sixty-five or 
older, frontline workers, the homeless, people with 
underlying conditions, the incarcerated, and migrant 
workers. 

To address these inequities, I am proposing legisla-
tion that will expand the statutory damages a tenant 
can recover when unlawfully evicted, a trend we have 
seen growing throughout the pandemic. As a member 
of the Finance and Appropriations Committee, I have 
also filed several budget amendments to alleviate the 
strain of this pandemic. These include: 

 $500,000 to the Capital Area Food Bank, to assist 
with their vital food distribution services in northern 
Virginia. 

Funding to expand Medicaid coverage in relation to 
COVID-19 to currently underserved immigrant popu-
lations. 

Additional funding to Northern Virginia Family Ser-
vices for wrap-around services including food, home-
lessness prevention, and child care. 

An amendment to ensure that our Free Clinics are 
included in new Federally allocated aid dollars. 

I acknowledge the frustration many of us feel. We 
finally have a way to the end of this nightmarish chap-
ter, and that makes any delays, errors, or setbacks all 
the more exasperating. I would like to thank you for 
your commitment to protecting one another and for 
your patience as, one by one, we each receive the pro-
tection of a trusted, scientifically proven, preventive 
medicine. 
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“Golden” members of the Arlington/
Alexandria chapter of Alpha Kap-
pa Alpha, who joined the sorority 
before and during the Civil Rights 
Movement, shed tears of joy as the 
witnessed the historic swearing-in of 
Vice President Kamala Harris.

By Marilyn Campbell  
The Connection  

W
earing their sorority’s sig-
nature strand of pearls and 
clothing in shades of pink and 
green, Alpha Kappa Alpha 

(AKA) sorority members, Martha Coleman 
and Shirley Dickerson Taylor were filled 
with awe and jubilation as they watched 
their sorority sister and fellow Historically 
Black College and University (HBCU) alum 
Kamala Harris, sworn in as Vice President of 
the United States. 

Both women are 
decades-long mem-
bers of the sorority 
and are now part of 
the Zeta Chi Ome-
ga Chapter, which is 
made up of women 
from Arlington, Al-
exandria and Fairfax 
counties. Local mem-
bers supported Harris’ 
election and say their 
emotions include 
pride and optimism, 
for older members as 
well as younger.

“As someone who 
participated in the 
Civil Rights move-
ment of the 60s, I get 
emotional just thinking about this huge ac-
complishment and how far we as a people 
have come,” said Coleman, who has been a 
member for 53 years. “The idea that a wom-
an of color, who attended an HBCU, and 
who was raised by a single parent is now 
our Vice President is mind boggling.” “I was 
overcome with joy and happiness to wit-
ness this historical day,” added Taylor, who 
has been a member for 63 years. “The tears 
flowed as I watched Soror Kamala take the 
oath and become the Vice President of the 
United States.” 

“I witnessed something that I never 
thought I would witness in my lifetime, 
said 68-year old Linder Gibson who lives in 
Montgomery County. “I was overwhelmed. 
“This lets me know that my little grand-
daughter can grow up and become anything 
she wants to be, even President.”

Those who joined AKA at Howard Univer-
sity felt a special connection. 

“She has been an inspiration for many, 
said Linda Elaine Newman, who has been 
an active member for 43 years. “I was dou-
bly proud because I am also a graduate of 
Howard University. Her positive accomplish-
ments have given good recognition to HB-
CUs and our beloved sisterhood.” 

“From the standpoint of being a black 
and Asian woman it was a monumental mo-
ment,” added Patricia Wallace, who has been 
a member for 55 years. It was astounding 
since, in both these cultures, women were 
deemed to be on the bottom rung, thought 
of as property and second-class citizens. 
Now the glass ceiling has broken.” 

The Arlington/Alexandria chapter has 
been in existence for more than 60 years. 

Sorority Sisters Celebrate  
Vice President Kamala Harris
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“Tears of joy flowed down my face as I 
watched the first woman, the first woman 
of color and my sorority sister take the oath 
of office for the Vice President of the United 
States of America,” said Robin McCoy, who 
is a 40-year member and serves as the chap-
ter’s president. 

Many felt a sense of optimism about the 
possibilities that would be conveyed to the 
young women and girls in their families. 

“The swearing in of my soror Kamala Har-
ris filled me with sadness, joy and delight,” 
said Margarette Peterson, who was initiat-

ed in 1959. “Joy came 
to my heart to know 
that my granddaugh-
ter would continue 
to grow up in a better 
world. … I was filled 
with sadness because 
it has taken so long 
for a black woman 
with outstanding 
qualifications to be 
recognized. I dried 
my tears and took a 
picture ... proudly in 
my Golden Soror tee 
shirt.”  

“I thought of my 
10-year-old grand-
daughter’s future in a 
country that has elect-
ed the first woman as 

Vice President, who happens to be Black, 
who happens to have been shaped by our 
founders at Howard University, and who 
happens to have been the recipient of the 
unflinching support from women all over 
America,” said Tia Johnson. “My grand-
daughter’s future was looking brighter. Vice 
President Harris’ election provides the an-
swer that all things are possible.”   

The Arlington/Alexandria chapter in-
cludes older members that range in age from 
60 to 90. Many thanked a higher power for 
the victory. “I was overcome with a flood of 
emotions and … a tremendous feeling of 
gratitude that God allowed me to live long 
enough to witness this historic moment: the 
first woman, the first Black, the first Asian 
American, the first HBCU graduate and the 
first AKA to become Vice President of the 
United States of America, a heartbeat away 
from the most powerful office in the world,” 
said Lula McLain Hicks who was initiated in 
1968. “In that moment, Vice President Har-
ris represented every member of Alpha Kap-
pa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated and our 113 
years of service to humankind.”

Wanda Smith, who joined the sorority 42 
years ago, said the swearing-in underscored 
the lyrics of the official hymn of AKA: “‘By 
merit and culture we strive and we do things 
that are worthwhile. And with a smile we 
help each other for we know there’s no oth-
er like our sisterhood,’” she said. “Yes, I cried 
and thanked God.” 

For Aretha Marable Cunningham who 
was initiated in 1973, the ceremony offered 
optimism. “I feel extreme joy, relief, excite-
ment, and hope for our country, the United 
States of America.” 




